
 
PARK RIDGE SOCCER – DUAL REFEREE SYSTEM 

  
This method of control is used for the Junior Divisions and above.  It involves two officials 

working together as Lead (L) & Trail (T) Officials with Arbiter designaƟons R1 & R2 
 
BASIC CONCEPTS  

 Lead Official – Moves ahead of the ball towards the 
aƩacker’s goal. Maintains a posiƟon to cover the 
touch line and the goal line on his/her side of the field 
and to rule on offside 

 Trail Official - Moves behind the ball and forward with 
the aƩacking team’s defenders. AƩenƟon is directed 
to play around the ball. Maintains a posiƟon to cover 
the touchline on his/her side of the field.  

 Dynamic system - Changes with the direcƟon of play. 
Trail official becomes the Lead official when the ball 
moves in his/her direcƟon and the Lead official 
becomes the Trail official when the ball moves away  

 General PosiƟoning - Officials should maintain a 
diagonal line through the ball.      

 
 
COVERAGE AREA 
The typical coverage area for each official is shown in the field 
diagram to the right.  

 The official in each area has the primary responsibility 
for determining fouls, awarding throw ins (touchline) 
as well as corner and goal kicks (goal line).  

 PenetraƟon by the Trail official into the aƩacking third 
depends on the type of game (long kicks over the top 
or ball control out of the back) and the official’s 
physical ability.  

 The Trail official should penetrate far enough to help 
the Lead official with fouls that may occur and the 
determinaƟon of goal and corner kicks that fall in 
ellipƟcal areas.        

 
 
SUBSTITUTIONS 
PRSC House League rules require that teams and their supporters occupy opposite sides of the field. 
The official on each side should handle subsƟtuƟons by blowing his/her whistle, raising an arm straight 
up to signal to his partner that a subsƟtuƟon is happening, call the subsƟtute onto the field, make sure 
the player being subsƟtuted for is off the field, then signal play to resume play by lower his/her arm 
and blowing the whistle.      
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SITUATIONAL POSITIONING AND MECHANICS 
Kick-off 
At the start of each half and aŌer a goal is scored, the posiƟon 
of the officials should be as shown in the diagram to the right.   
Trail official should be at or near the halfway line to make sure 
players are on their side and to rule on encroachment. Lead 
official should be in line with the second to last defender.    
 
AŌer counƟng the players, checking that all the defenders 
are outside the center circle and that all players are on their 
side of the halfway line, the Trail official should restart the 
match by blowing the whistle  
 
 
 
 
 
Free Kicks  
For Direct and Indirect Ceremonial Free Kicks, the posiƟon 
of the officials relaƟve to the ball should be as shown in the 
diagram to the right. Trail official should make sure the ball 
is set in the correct locaƟon and not moving, check that the 
required distance is being met and that the Lead official is in 
posiƟon near where the ball is expected to land. He/she can 
then blow the whistle to restart play.  
 
For Direct and Indirect Quick Free Kicks, the Trail official 
should make sure the ball is set in the correct locaƟon and is 
not moving. No whistle is required to restart play.  
 
For all Indirect Free Kicks, both officials should signal by 
raising their arm straight up and only lowering it when the 
ball is touched by another player 
 
Goal and Corner Kicks 
Each official’s posiƟon on a Goal Kick is shown in the upper 
half of the diagram to the right. The Trail official should 
determine when the ball is ready for play, that defenders 
have cleared the penalty area and then allow play to restart. 
No whistle is required.  
 
Each official’s posiƟon for Corners is shown in the lower half 
of the diagram. The Lead official should be in posiƟon to 
watch what occurs in the Goal Area. The Trail official should 
make sure the ball is ready for play and aŌer checking that 
his/her partner is in posiƟon, allow play to restart. No 
whistle is required    
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