Minnesota Women’s Soccer League mr

Weather Policy r'TlMlNNESUTA

WOMEN'S SOCCER LEAGUE

SEVERE & WINTER WEATHER:

The MWSL Board does not cancel games due to severe or winter weather. Games will only be canceled under the following
circumstances:

e A field manager closes the field
e Referees AT THE FIELD deem conditions are unsafe or unfit for play
EXCESSIVE HEAT:

The MWSL Board does not cancel games due to excessive heat. Teams should take precautions as they see fit (i.e. hydration
breaks, shortened halves, additional subs, etc).

AIR QUALITY:

The MWSL Board will cancel games due to air quality if the Air Quality Index (AQlI) for the zip code 55108 is at 150 or higher at
3pm on gameday, according to airnow.gov,

At a minimum, teams are guaranteed the following (teams at the field can agree to other adjustments):

e AQI 100-150
o Add one hydration break per half to be taken at the 30’ and 75’ or at a natural break close to the times.
o Players with underlying health conditions should use caution and make decisions in the players best interests.

Should the MWSL be alerted of any weather-related scenarios, we will...email team managers of affected teams, post on social
media and mark the game as “canceled” on the schedule (triggering an Otto Sports app notification).

POSTPONEMENT OR FORFEIT PROCEDURE
If your team decides not to play, and the league has not canceled games, you have the following options...

1. Request to reschedule the game (summer and fall season only)
o You must email info@mwsl.org AND fields@mwsl.org, as well as the opposing team’s manager notifying them
of the request. Opposing team manager emails can be found on the Team Contacts page.
o  Fill out the Game Reschedule Form and our Field and Schedule Coordinator will be in touch on rescheduling
the game.

2. Declare a forfeit (all seasons)
o You must email info@mwsl.org AND fields@mwsl.org, as well as the opposing team’s manager notifying them
of the forfeit.
o  The game will not be rescheduled and is recorded as a 2-0 win to the opposing team.

Fines may apply to either of these options (see Fees & Fines document).
It is normal, and expected, for team managers to be in touch with other managers to decide if proceeding with a game
is right for them.

e |tis up to individual teams to decide if they want to proceed with a game affected by weather.
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https://www.airnow.gov/
https://mwsl.demosphere-secure.com/contact/team-pages
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdnvN4mXtiPF51KcYCMnB5c9xFkfCkTMRHO9zx20glvUKQyAA/viewform

e  Games cannot be rescheduled during the Winter seasons (and very often Fall) because there are no extra weeks in the
season to accommodate or dome rentals are limited.
e Although unlikely, if the league cannot secure a field at the same facility, teams may need to pay for that new field.

We understand deciding whether to forfeit because of weather conditions can be stressful. No one will antagonize your team if you
decide not to play, but we do ask you consider the following when making that decision:

The decision to play is up to you, unless the Weather Policy dictates a league-wide cancellation.
Avoid forfeiting last-minute. Be considerate of your opponent and referees who also need to commute. It's also not
guaranteed Board members will see the alert in time to call others off.
e If you’re a manager...
o  Communicate with your team if you're considering calling off the game. Remind individuals that they need to
make a decision that best suits them.
Consider picking a drop-dead time to call things off. Make the call with the information you have at that time.
You're ultimately the leader of the team; if you feel it necessary to call off the game, you have every right to do
sO.
o Al MWSL fines come out of your team’s performance bond. When a fine is charged, it often breaks down to
dollars per person.
o  Severe and winter weather is a part of being in Minnesota. Consider reminding players of this before they
register and to factor this into their decision to play.
o  Factor in if rescheduling the game is an option and one worth pursuing.
e Fines are in place for a reason; the MWSL pays up front for resources in the fall and winter seasons and cannot
absorb every forfeit when those resources do not go to use.

*The MWSL uses USA Soccer Guidance as direction for weather-related issues.

*We do not use other leagues’ or organizations’ cancellation reports as a basis for MWSL cancellations.

*Weather conditions can vary across the Twin Cities metro area. This fact informs our Weather Policy and it is not the expectation of
the Board to monitor such conditions.
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http://www.recognizetorecover.org/environmental#environmental-conditions

